
It was a summer of Biblical He-

roes! Jesus, of course – we 

could have done an entire sum-

mer just on Jesus! But it was 

fun (for most people I think) to 

look at some of the different 

Old Testament Biblical charac-

ters and learn a bit more about 

them. If you had to summarize 

this year’s Summer Sermon 

Series, what might you say? 

What did we learn from these 

Biblical characters? There were 

many similarities, weren’t 

there? They all had faith – may-

be not a lot to start out with, but 

they relied on their faith no mat-

ter what obstacle lay before 

them. They listened to God and 

followed the Word of God – 

whether spoken, revealed, or 

written. They trusted God. And 

they offered up praise to God. 

These are indeed great life les-

sons for us as well. We may not 

live in Biblical times, we may 

live in evil times, modern times, 

call it what you like, but I think 

we find ourselves in situations 

and conditions that were quite 

common thousands of years 

ago. God’s love and goodness 

is always available, but people 

choose to go their own evil 

ways. And troubles occur. And 

then we remember to call out to 

God. So let’s try to bypass that 

step, shall we? And avoid a lot 

of trouble by just constantly 

calling on God. Relying on God. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Having FAITH in our Triune 

God! Trusting God. Listening to 

God. Obeying God. You get the 

picture.  

The next time you are at church, 

sitting in our beautiful sanctuary, 

and you have a few moments 

before worship begins, pick up 

the blue hymnal and look at 

hymn #443, “Trust and Obey” 

and see if these words might 

help you be like our Biblical he-

roes. Or, if you find another 

hymn that helps you, let me 

know!  

Rev. Torie 

From the Pastor 

Fundraiser for UCC Mission Priority Board 
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During the Fall, the Children’s Chats will 

continue to be offered each week (and 

used when we have kids in worship!) and 

we will make plans to take the kids out of 

worship on the first Sundays of the 

month. 

The annual Outdoor Worship and Pic-

nic is September 8 at Voorhees Park in 

Reading, worship at 10:00am, picnic to 

follow. Please bring your own drinks and 

a side dish, dessert, or salad to share. 

Hot dogs, brats and metts will be provid-

ed. 

This month’s Coffee Hour will be at 9:15 

am on September 15, hosted by Rev. To-

rie. Please join us for fellowship and 

treats before worship. 

If you are interested in hosting a coffee 

hour in October or November, or want to 

help Rev. Torie in September, please see 

anyone on the Ministry Board of Christian 

Nurture, or sign up outside the Cozy Cor-

ner. 

Fall Family Fun Fest at the Fronts’ 

Farm is Sunday, September 22, from  

12-3 pm. Bring a side, salad, or dessert 

and your own beverage, and a chair 

(although we have about 20!) Take a na-

ture walk, pat the horses, ride one if you 

want, take a hayride, sit by the bonfire 

(unless it’s too hot!) play cornhole or jarts 

or croquet – the list is endless! If you 

bring a friend to church that day, they can 

join us for the picnic! 

Please see the back cover for information 

and registration link for the Women’s  

Retreat! Registration deadline is Oct. 5. 

If you are a fairly recent widow and would 

like to be part of a book study “Widow to 

Widow”, please sign up outside the Cozy 

Corner. 

Ministry Board of Christian Nurture 
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September Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays  

Sept. 18 - Virginia Gilbert 

Sept. 19 - Rev. Steve Cummins 

Sept. 25 - Laura White 

Sept. 29 - Tammy Rohne 

Sept. 30 - Debbie Hogeback 

Anniversaries 

Sept. 2 -  

 Phil & Julie Hauenstein 

Sept. 17 -  

 Rev. Torie & Vince Front 

Sept. 18 - Linda & Bruce Read 

Sept. 19 - Ann & Jess Feldman 



St. John is signed up to do a 

Cereal Pack at Hands Against 

Hunger on Kemper Road on 

Thursday, September 19, at 

1:00 pm. If you are able to help 

out, please join us. You can sit 

or stand and we’ll only pack for 

an hour and a half – and all ce-

real packed comes directly to 

St. John UCC for our “Feed My 

Sheep” ministry. But there will 

be plenty for you too, if you’d 

like some Rice Chex for your-

self! Please bring a box of gal-

lon zip lock baggies if you can – 

that will be a help! 

Also, Hands Against Hunger 

can bring to us a ‘regular’ food 

pack – where the meal compo-

nents are bagged and sent 

overseas to combat hunger. 

We can do this at St. John 

UCC, and even keep some of 

the food for Feed My Sheep if 

we want. We’d like to invite our 

Feed My Sheep folks to help 

out with this, but St. John UCC 

members are also welcome – 

it’s quite fun! We’re looking at 

Tuesday, October 1 at 4:30 pm 

for this one-hour event. If you 

would like to be part of this, 

please sign up! 

Feed My Sheep continues to 

serve 80-100 people per week! 

We can always use your help –

the most urgent pantry needs 

this month include bath soap, 

dish soap, shampoo, and deo-

dorant. Peanut butter and pasta 

are always welcome. So pick 

up a few extra when you go 

shopping, and know that you 

are being the hands and feet of 

Jesus right here in Reading!  

Ministry Board of Deacons 

Pantry needs this 

month include 

bath soap, dish 

soap, shampoo, 

and deodorant. 

Peanut butter and 

pasta are always 

welcome.  
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Want an easy way to connect with 

The Heartland Conference? 

Scan this QR Code with your phone 

camera to access our website, newslet-

ter, email our staff, register for events, 

and more! Or visit  

linktr.ee/HeartlandUCC 

https://linktr.ee/HeartlandUCC


You’ve all been such good 

sports this summer, worship-

ping with us while we intro-

duced a different Order of Wor-

ship. There are some who have 

enjoyed it, and some who are 

looking forward to going back to 

the ‘normal’ way! And yet, is 

there really a ‘normal’ way to 

worship?! There’s something to 

think about. But starting on 

September 15, we’ll be singing 

the traditional “Gloria Patri” and 

“Doxology” and have our Time 

of Offering earlier in the wor-

ship service. But, we will also 

introduce a new Response to 

the Benediction by doing some-

thing that was done at St. John 

UCC decades ago – we’ll sing 

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 

(Continued on page 6) 

Ministry Board of Elders 
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Lectionary 

Scripture Bible Study Sermon Date 

Outdoor Worship & Picnic 

Genesis 1:26-31 

Genesis 2:4-9, 18-25 

September 3 September 8 

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9 

James 3:1-12 

Mark 8:27-38 

September 10 September 15 

Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54 

James 3:13 – 4:3, 7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

September 17 September 22 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20 

Mark 9:38-50 

September 24 September 29 



while holding hands around the 

sanctuary. Let’s give it a try- 

and respect those that don’t 

want to hold hands due to 

germs and viruses – and see 

what you think!  

Sunday, October 27 will be 

“Laity” Sunday, where mem-

bers of the congregation are in-

vited to share their testimony 

from the pulpit. If you are inter-

ested in telling a bit of your faith 

story that Sunday, please let 

Ministry Board of Elders Chair 

Steve Prater or Rev. Torie 

know by September 11. 

Are you ready to Read 

Through the Bible in a Year?! 

We’re looking at starting this up 

in 2025 - sign up now so we 

see how many people are inter-

ested, and we’ll get you the Bi-

ble in December. 

Chancel Choir will resume re-

hearsals on Wednesday, Sept. 

4, and Handbell Choir re-

sumes before worship on Sun-

day, Sept. 22. Please contact 

Debbie Cummins if you are in-

terested in joining either or both 

choirs for fun, fellowship, and 

worship! 

(Continued from page 5) 

Fall is approaching and, as al-

ways, it seems that summer 

has come and gone and there 

is still plenty that we were hop-

ing to get accomplished. How-

ever, we are still very happy 

with what we were able to ac-

complish! 

The company working on our 

stained glass window has indi-

cated that it may be ready and 

installed sometime this month. 

They have emailed a progress 

report that included some pic-

tures of the restoration work 

(Continued on page 7) 

Ministry Board of Elders 

Ministry Board of Property and Finance 

Before our 

Father's throne 

we pour our 

ardent prayers; 

our fears, our 

hopes, our aims 

are one, 

our comforts and 

our cares. 
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and the restored window is 

looking quite impressive. We 

are thankful that our window is 

in such skilled hands, and we 

are looking forward to the retir-

ing of the curtains and the re-

turn of our beautiful window. 

Tuck pointing continues every 

week day and progress is defi-

nitely being made. The new 

mortar joints are more visible 

and thus the brick patterns in 

the walls are showing up more. 

Previously it was difficult to 

even notice the brick patterns 

but now they are quite visible 

and quite lovely. The scaffold-

ing and the large lift will grace 

our property till the work is 

complete, which will be some-

time near the end of summer, 

or later.  

We are also getting proposals 

for two other major projects: a 

new outdoor sign that would 

have a digital message board, 

and new front entrance doors to 

replace the aging and damaged 

doors. These projects will be 

funded out of the recent gifts 

that the church has been re-

ceiving.  

School is back in session and 

the Serendipity teachers and 

students will again be present 

at the church. Please be watch-

ful for everyone, and please 

say a prayer for the kids, teach-

ers and parents as they start 

the school year, that if anyone 

is looking for a church, they will 

find our open doors. We are 

thankful for Serendipity Pre-

School and for all schools and 

teachers and all the hard work 

and the many hours they spend 

to educate and nurture our chil-

dren. 

We have scheduled a Workship 

Day for Saturday, September 

14. As always, there will be 

plenty of tasks that will need 

your help to complete. There is 

always food, drink, fun and fel-

lowship at every Workship Day. 

More updates will follow. 

Please come and help.  

Peace and blessings from P&F. 

Gary Kurtz  

(Continued from page 6) 

Ministry Board of Property and Finance 

We are thankful 

that our window is 

in such skilled 

hands, and we 

are looking 

forward to the 

retiring of the 

curtains and the 

return of our 

beautiful window. 
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Weekly 

Event Day Time Location 

Handbell Choir Sunday 9 am Sanctuary 

Worship Sunday 10 am Sanctuary 

Bible Study (Afternoon) Tuesday 1 pm Bible Study Room 

Bible Study (Evening) Tuesday 6:30 pm Mt. View Terrace 

Chancel Choir  Wednesday 6:15 pm Choir Room 

Feed My Sheep Thursday 4:30 pm Fellowship Hall 

Monthly 

Event Day Time Location 

Communion 1st Sunday 10 am Sanctuary 

Deacons Last Thursday 2:30 pm Cozy Corner 

Lunch Bunch 2nd Sunday After Worship Various 

Men’s Group Various Sundays 11 am Various 

Missionary Sewing 1st Wednesday 10 am Fellowship Hall 

Property & Finance 2nd Tuesday 5 pm Fellowship Hall 

Christian Nurture 1st Tuesday 5 pm Fellowship Hall 

Elders 2nd Thursday 2 pm Bible Study Room 

Euchre Last Thursday 6 pm Reads’ home 

Church Council 3rd Thursday 6 pm Fellowship Hall 

Work-ship Day Last Saturday 8 am Church 

St. John UCC Regularly Scheduled Events 
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United in Christ's love, we seek justice for all. 

729 Jefferson Ave. 

Reading, OH 45215 

Phone:  

513-821-1740 

E-mail: 

stjohnuccreading49 

@gmail.com 

St. John United 

Church of Christ 

mailto:stjohnuccreading49@gmail.com
mailto:stjohnuccreading49@gmail.com

